
The Alde River Benefice

Holy Communion 
Christmas and Epiphany



  ¶  The Gathering
Welcome and No;ces

Hymn
In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.

The Gree;ng
The Lord be with you

All and also with you.

Prayer of Prepara;on
All Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspira;on of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Penitence 
Sundays between Christmas Day and Epiphany:
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness
to stand in your presence as your children.
We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The Virgin Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our disobedience to your will.
We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger.
Forgive our greed and rejecFon of your ways.
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We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The shepherds leH their flocks to go to Bethlehem.
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.
We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

The wise men followed the star to find Jesus the King.
Forgive our reluctance to seek you.
We have sinned: forgive and heal us.

Epiphany to the Eve of the Presenta<on:
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

Lord Jesus, illuminate the darkness in our hearts:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, open our eyes to your saving love:
Christ, have mercy.

All Christ have mercy.

Lord Jesus, unstop our ears to hear your living word:
Lord, have mercy.

All Lord, have mercy.

The president says 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Gloria in Excelsis
All Glory to God in the highest,

 and peace to his people on earth.
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Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Collect

¶  The Liturgy of the Word
Readings

At the end the reader may say 
This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Hymn

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to …….

All Glory to you, O Lord.

at the end the reader says

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

The Creed

Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begoQen of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begoQen, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salva;on he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pon;us Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one bap;sm for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrec;on of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy

All hear our prayer. 

And at the end
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Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace

Sundays between Christmas Day and Epiphany:
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,
and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.

Epiphany to the Eve of the Presenta<on:
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Hymn

Prepara;on of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

Sundays between Christmas Day and Epiphany:
Word made flesh, life of the world,
in your incarnaFon you embraced our poverty:
by your Spirit may we share in your riches.

All Amen.

Epiphany to the Eve of the Presenta<on:
Lord, accept your people’s giHs,
not gold, frankincense or myrrh,
but hearts and voices raised in praise
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvaFon.

All Amen.
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The Eucharis;c Prayer 

The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

LiH up your hearts.
All We liX them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all Fmes and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sundays between Christmas Day and Epiphany:
And now we give you thanks
because, in the incarnaFon of the Word
a new light has dawned upon the world;
you have become one with us
that we might become one with you in your glorious kingdom.

Epiphany to the Eve of the Presenta<on:
And now we give you thanks
because, in the wonder of the incarnaFon,
your eternal Word has brought to the eyes of faith
a new and radiant vision of your glory.
In him we see our God made visible
and so are caught up in love of the God we cannot see.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the company of heaven,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ
to suffer death upon the cross for our redempFon;
who made there by his one oblaFon of himself once offered
a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblaFon and saFsfacFon 
for the sins of the whole world;
he insFtuted, and in his holy gospel commanded us to conFnue,
a perpetual memory of his precious death unFl he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,
and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
we receiving these giHs of your creaFon, this bread and this wine,
according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy insFtuFon,
in remembrance of his death and passion,
may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, aHer supper
he took the cup and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as oHen as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.
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Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,
in remembrance of the precious death and passion,
the mighty resurrecFon and glorious ascension
of your dear Son Jesus Christ,
we offer you through him this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.

Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins
and all other benefits of his passion.
Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,
to offer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this
the duty and service that we owe.
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever. 

All Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer
Believing the promises of God,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into tempta;on;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

All Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Agnus Dei
All Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion
God’s holy giHs for God’s holy people.

All Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion. 

The body of Christ  
The blood of Christ.

If you are visi<ng us today and it is your normal prac<ce to receive the bread and wine of
communion then we invite you to come forward and receive the sacrament this morning.

If it is not and you would prefer to receive a blessing then we welcome you to come
forward,

please bring this service sheet with you so we know.  

During the distribu<on Hymns and Anthems may be sung.
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Prayer aXer Communion
The president prays the post communion prayer and all respond

All Amen

All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out
in the power of your Spirit
to live and work
to your praise and glory.
Amen.

¶  The Dismissal
Hymn

Blessing
Sundays between Christmas Day and Epiphany:
Christ, who by his incarnaFon gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill
and make you partakers of the divine nature;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you today and always.

All Amen

Epiphany to the Eve of the Presenta<on:
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory
and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
rest upon you, your homes and all whom you love,
this day and always.

All Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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